Minutes from the General Meeting Wentworth Falls Garden Club –

Thursday 12th September 2013 –

Wentworth Falls School of Arts Hall  

Vice President- Celeste Shadie (In the Chair for President, Henry Nelson)
- Opened the meeting, welcomed visitors Ryoko Otaka, Christine Newland, Bernadette Heckford and new members Jan Klemenchic, Gwen Edwards and Corrie Kennedy

-  The Red Book was passed to members for Q&A segment.

- Explained to the membership that the request for email addresses was to send the Newsletter to those willing to receive it be email, and also for important matters of interest.

- Forwarded thanks from Brooke Broughton, co-ordinator of volunteers for Leura Garden Festival. He has enough volunteers for the event and wished special Thanks to WFGC members who may be assisting.

- 2014, GCA Calendar includes splendid examples of members’ gardens from all across Australia with the cover photo displaying WFGC member Corrie Kennedy’s garden. 

Secretary- Janice Light informed the members-
Dates for the Diary: 

- Leura Garden Festival, Oct. 5-13.

- Iris Convention, Waldorf Leura Garden resort, October 26-30

- Open day “A Waratah Affair” 26 Oct, Batlow

- Cowra Garden Club 12/13 October, 7 gardens

- Galston Open Gardens, 18-20 October, leaflets available

- Spring Open Gardens, Mayfield, several dates in October and early November

- Backheath Flower and Craft Show 12 & 13 October

- Walter Hitchell, Blackheath Horticultural Society offered places on the bus for September and November trips to Mount Wilson and to Chinoiserie,

- Members who would like a 2014 Calendar and A Commemorative Daisy should see the Secretary to place an order. 

- JL drew member’s attention to the notice boards for further items of interest.
Financial Report – Michael Cooper

As per Statement of Accounts 1st August-31st August 2013

Total Funds: $1709.611 Total Income: $483.00 Expenditure: $266.81 

Available Funds: $1925.80

Publicity- Narelle Nolan
- Thanks to Bill Avery for excellent article for N/L on watering the garden. Water restrictions came into effect 18 months ago.
-  Anne Elliott, todays Speaker, biog very detailed and interesting
- Invitation to members to write articles for the N/L.
Library- Merilyn Shields standing in for Carol Conway
 Nothing to report

Welfare- Celeste Shadie
Maisie Wilkinson still in Katoomba Hospital.
Asked members to be sure to let Committee know if a member is ill.

Tours & Functions- Lynton Phillips
- Walk on the Wildside, excursion 20th Sept, one place available

- Garden Ramble today, Margaret Peoples, 134 Falls Rd WF
- Iris Garden, Millthorpe 8th November, 
- Christmas Luncheon 5th December, $30

- Garden Ramble October

- Australian Garden Show, Centennial Park, September was disappointing, will take a few years to develop.

- Short dissertation re recent overseas trip with Edinburgh Garden show highlight.
Garden Tips- Sylvia Smith

Clear leaves to reduce fire hazard; dead head the Daffodils; advance order bulbs; super phosphate spent bulbs and water it in; weed before weeds go to seed; high cut lawns to prevent damage to roots in hot weather; water pots; remove Hydrangea stems that aren’t shooting; top up gravel where needed; plant Forget-me-nots near Hostas to prevent snails; water into bird baths; strip old leaves from Maples; leave Camellia flowers under bushes as good fertilizer; fertilise to promote flowering
Q&A- Anne Tout (Moderator)

a) Buffalo Grass- should use specific fertilisers for different lawn grasses. Some fertilisers will kill broad leaf grasses so must read label of any sprays.
b) Black Spot on Camellias- use ½ milk and ½ water to rid black spot.  It is a fungal disease due to humidity.
c) Frost resistant Ajuga good ground cover
d) Hyacinths in a pot should be removed and stored and replanted, requires new soil.  For Cyclamens leave in pot and place it on its side after flowering.
e) Preferred lawn- use Buffalo or Couch. Fescue is susceptible to lawn grub a mix of lawn grasses sometimes works better.
f) Asparagus should not be cut in the first year.  If flowering now it will die down, should not prune and in its second year can take a few.
Morning Tea

Speaker introduced by Celeste Shadie
Anne Elliott, Slow Foods.  Formed in 1989 by Carlo Petrini, the organization for the promotion of slow foods now has over 100,000 members in 150 counties.  It could be called the United Nation of food.  It was devised in direct opposition to fast food chains and to nurture and encourage local food growers. It promotes sustainable living by offering hands-on workshops that teach preserving, growing, storing and making food in traditional ways. The idea concentrates very much on nutrition and community health and relies on natural herbs, spices and the reduction of salt and sugar in our diets. There are countries that have made food in traditional ways for centuries such as Tibetan yak cheese and unique rye bread.  The members work to promote local co-ops towards eco-gastronomy, and Anne Elliott displayed a love and belief in her subject.  She was passionate and persuading as she delivered her talk with reference to pamphlets and without the use of visuals.     
Meeting closed 11.45
